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Human Trafficking
	Human trafficking has become a major international policy issue of the 21st century. It is a problem that is affecting nearly all countries of the world. While it is often confused with other practices such as migration and human smuggling, considering they all involve the movement of people, there are significant differences between them. According to the United Nations Palermo Protocol, human trafficking involves the recruitment, receipt,  transportation, and harboring of persons through coercion, use of force, abduction, abuse of a position of vulnerability or power, and deception. The defining traits of human trafficking, therefore, entail transportation of people, coercion or use of force, and exploitation of the victims (Egyes, 2018). Human trafficking has been deemed as the world fastest growing criminal industry bringing in millions of dollars in profits from sexual exploitation and forced labor. Human trafficking is fundamentally wrong as it is a violation of the victims' human rights. Human trafficking is a universal problem; however, this does not invalidate the fact that it is multifaceted and has a host of root causes. The United States has taken several measures to prevent and address human trafficking, including the development of policy.
The 2019 Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act enhances the prevention of trafficking by strengthening federal trafficking laws by adding bills and provisions that promote prevention initiative and governs rights of immigrants (Williams-Woods & Mellon, 2018). The original Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 established various methods of preventing human trafficking, prosecuting human traffickers, and protecting victims and survivors. Through the TVPA 2000, human crimes and other connected offenses were established as federal crimes. The subsequent amendments to the act strengthened the federal trafficking laws, promoted the development of various innovating strategies to prevent human trafficking, and expanded human trafficking victims and survivors' protection. The policy determines victims' and survivors' eligibility for benefit allocation purposes.  TVPA gives the Department of Health and Human Services the responsibility of certifying foreign victims and survivors of trafficking to become eligible for benefit allocation from both federal and state agencies. However, victims and survivors of trafficking who are American citizens or are lawful permanent citizens do not need certification to be eligible for the benefits.
	The policy provides that the victims' and survivors' eligibility for benefits is based on individual characteristics. Receiving certification often requires the victims to cooperate with law enforcement agencies in the investigation and prosecution of human traffickers. 
Under TVPA, certified and eligible human trafficking victims can be allocated various benefits and services necessary for their well-being, safety, and protection. These benefits include employment assistance, housing, and food assistance, English language training, foster care, health care, and mental health services. Additionally, community resources are available for their use. In addition to the benefits allocated to eligible victims under TVPA, there is a state-funded program particularly for victims that have not yet been certified and are not eligible for the federal provided benefits and services. Human trafficking victims and survivors often find it to be challenging to access these resources by themselves. Social service providers play an important role in helping the victims access benefits and services to rebuild their lives in the U.S and achieve self-sufficiency (Egyes, 2018). Victims of trafficking need to be complex, involving various interactions with law enforcement agencies, benefit providers, and even lawyers; therefore, social services providers play an essential role in helping them navigate this system and restore their lives. The policy also created the T-visa, allowing victims with nonimmigrant status to remain in the U.S for up to 4 years. Eligible family members of the victim of human trafficking who have received the T-visa can receive a special visa. The T-visa allows the victims benefits such as employment authorization and the possibility of adjusting their status to lawful permanent status (Williams-Woods & Mellon, 2019).
	TVPRA policy emphasizes enforcement of federal laws against human trafficking by providing prosecutor and law enforcement agencies with stronger tools for identification, prosecution, and sentencing of human traffickers and related offenders. The U.S law provides for the development of screening protocols that can help in the identification of human trafficking victims (Farrell et al., 2019). The law underlies the need for law enforcement agencies and personnel to refer trafficking victims and survivors to social services such as mental health rather than arresting and prosecuting them for offenses that are a result of their victimization. The further policy stresses the significance of specialized treatment and prosecution of human trafficking victims. TVPRA provides for the designation of a prosecutor who will serve as a trafficking coordinator in all federal judicial districts. The prosecutors are provided with resources that will enable them to coordinate with other agencies, including federal, state, and local enforcement agencies and human trafficking victim service providers, to create multi-jurisdiction cases (Farrell et al., 2019). TVPRA gives the prosecutor power to take action against conducts that are in contravention of federal laws and human trafficking statutes. Human trafficking is a serious crime and modern-day slavery that required concerted efforts from all countries and law enforcement agencies to address. 
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